
COPERNICUS 
UNDERGROUNDOVY 
FENOMEN Z BROOKLYNU 
( 17. 6., hala stadi6nu SIAvie. 
9000 div4kU I 

DlouhovJasy demonickY devl!ta
ttyticatn1k jere Smalkowskl, zva. 
nY Copermcus. zalo:!il asi pted 
10 Jety skupmu tt!hoi Jmena. 
Domovskou scenou se stal Cat 
Club v New Yorku. Prvn1 album 
Nothing Exist vy~lo 1. !edna 
1985 [ Skt MUSIC J. ProdaJo se 
i do Kanady, Franc1e. Svedska .. 1 
Svycarska a NSR. CopermKova 
~akujlcl budba a hlavne sveraz. 
nil. f11azoiie neextstence (no· 
thtng ex1st) upautala pozornost 
alternauvniho t1sku a rozhlasu. 
New Mus1c Report pi'lrovnaval 
Coperntkovu zuttvost k pro,evu 
Henrv Rolllnse (Black Flag). 
Object Magazm~ v Kaliforn:J 
psal 1en v otazktl.ch: .. /dkY 1e to 
druh hudby? je CoperniCUS 
beatnlk·punk·btlsnfk osmdesa· 
tYch let? PosloucheJtet" 

Tak t'edy poslouchame: klave
sy, akusttck~ ptano. kvtary, 
fletny, btCL perKuse a nad vSim 
se nese CoperntkUv hlas. Zpi· 
va o Htro~am~ a Nagasaki. 
o Quas!mOdOVL o krvt. ale 
v~echny texty man tote.t jtl.dro 
- atom. Coperntcus ... Vid!m ve 
sv~ poezii vl!v atomu. rna to 

hodn~ co d~lat s mvm chtlpd.· 
nlm reahty. Jadro hJozoHe Co
permkO (taste mluvt ve ttet! 
osob~ 1 1e . .te neextstu1eme. ie 
JSme nesKute~nt. Proto JSem s..,e 
prvnl alourn nazval Nothmg 
Extst Pravda skute~nostl 1e 
v awmove a poaaramove ~ovJ

n~.'· joe SmalKowskl dodctvtl.. te 
ptea 2000 \etv s1 !1di! m•:sleli. 
!e Zem~ 1e stt·ed a ~Junce ob[· 
na r<olem n: :?. omylu 1e vvvedl 
1\cpernlk s·.--.-r.: :evoluCnim :nv~
lenun 1 proto tedv Ccperntcus ~-

V race 1986 vvSlo druh€ u:· 
:~urn Victim Of The Sky i Skt 
mus1c l. .'\lo prvnim LP se podi· 
lela 14 :m.:ztkantO. na drunem 
ui 19. Sound 1 texty !SOu aepre
sivni!]Sl, narotnej~!. ntu€h<~v~j~l: 

.. Nemam tadnY tas. nen:.:lm tact
ny rod. nemti:m t:tlcne postave
~L nemam !adnau narodnost. 
nemam ta::inou ptanetu. nemam 
me. a ted. co d~lat s mC!m? 
jsem svooodn}•. :s"'2m svobodnY! 
Jsem svoiJodn'f! Osvobozen ad 
tolika 11:11" TT·ert a.Jbum Deeper 
natoCil Copermcus v race 198i. 
Orchestr. podlleliCI se na na
hravce. vzrostl p! na 28 muzJ
kantU. Qvsem ones z pUvod
OJCh sestav zUstail Tom Haml~n 
! blCI J 1:1 Larry Kirwan ( kltive
sv, kytara. ip~v 1- .. Pratskou" 
sestavu tvotllt Je~t~ kytansta 
Mtke Faz10 a baskytarlsta David 
Conrad. 

Koncen ·• Edenu zatal sklad
bou The Authortt!es. lhned by
;o 1asn~. te !..IVJdime n~co hod
n~ avanu~ardnlho. Copernlcus 
v pontu s velkYm kloboukem 
snvva rvar a zplvA White From 
Black. 0 Casech. kdy v~ichni li
d€ bvll tern!. aie pak ptgel na 
sever chlad a snih a eerne pte
m€nll na bil€:. ale ]epch krev 
::UstaJc. ruda. Gest!kulact ~lie· 
neho ~amana llUstruJe text 
') stunc1. ktere roztava snih, 
c sn€:hu. kterY mrazi slunce. 
0 stunc1. ktere vat!. vat! snih 
.. p<1d8 na zem a :zl)sravA le-

tet. P:'icn..'l::! mladY Cernoch. 
ukazu1e puoltku demonstrauvnl! 
svop ternou kU.t1 a pomaha .. bl
!emu starci'' vstat a pomalu JeJ 
cdvad! zp€:t za scenu l obrovskY 
<!plaus 1. To u:! Kirwan zplvll. 
.,Don't Jet me measure of my 

ltfe". Copernicus se vracf ve 
snooskv bfiem saku a zpiv4 
o sve nentl.v1st1 k pen~zUm. Ta
M z kapes bankovky, trh6 Je 8 
kousk.Y h6zf do publlka ( na 
Chmeimcl a den pozd~fi trhal 
dolarovkv]. ..Money! Money! 
P'enlze! Pentze!", ktH!!. Publl· 
kum okam.tit~ reaguje. :.Ia p6-
dium padajf mmce a z pOdia !~
raj! kauskv oankovek. Nasledu
je B~ctetta. skladba potvrzujfcf 
osobltou Copernikovu filozofii: 
.. Jlde vznikli :z baktene" (vi!et
n~ George Washmgtona, ]e:ff~e 

Knsta. tady dne~ntch poHUk11, 
atd.) Po pfsm - sloganu Oh 
God! fO BoZe). nasteduje kme
nova Nothtng Exist. Z p_rVnfho 
elba hrall Copermcus je~t4!: 

skladbu Blood. ~ Son Of A Bitch 
From The North. pt1 nl.t se roz
zvontl na poplach Copernikl)v 
zvon. zaver patti! rytmtckl! 
skladb€: Chicken·Ytza Elv1s. Co
pernicus Je v extazi. opfdt se 
do klaves. kope do einehl . .,El
v:s. Elvis", zptva hala, .. Elvis, 
£lv1s". Je~te pt1davek a koncert 
kontl. Hala nacpanA under
groundovyml fanou~ky . 1e spo
kotena fkdo by tekl. !e Jich 1e 
v Praze trJ1ik?! \. UZ pl'ed Caper· 
n1Kem by!_\ v~ichm naiadl!nt 
krauCkYm vvstoupenlm PUlnaci. 
dikv -ktere tento Ameru!an 
v Pra:ze vvstoupil. 

PETR BERGMANN 
Foro: Petr Bergmann 

C 0 P E R N I C U S UNDEH.Gkotn;D PHlJ/OMJ::lON l'ROM BHOO/J..YN (Tranalation of &bove) 

(June 17, 1989" SlaVie St..a.d.J:UIII, h-ague 90GO people.) 

The lang haired demonic man, Joe Sr.l£1.llcowoki 1 (4So y~are old) ealled Copernicus formod 
a musical .,..-oup t.en yeurs ago by t.he m•me naoe. Thoir h0111o scene ie the Cat. Club in Ne1.1 
York.. Their firllt. e..1t.ru:!.,•Uothing .t.:d.st~:~•, W&s released on Febrwary 1, 1985 (Sk.i M1.1!1ic). 
i'ho survrit<ing tru11ic uf Copernicus ano e:;~pacially hitt philoeophy int.ere&;ted e.lt.~;~rut.t.iVtl 

radio st.ations anu prcBs. The f'ew Music fieport. compared Copernicus to the rage of 1\eury 
Rollino (blAc~ Flar,). Objekt. Magazine in California wrote in queet.ians only. •WhAt. kind 
of munic ••• ? Just listen!" 

So we•ro listonin~;: keylwarC.e, piano, guitars, flutes, d.rl..:me, percussioc and Copen.icus' 
voictJ. lit:!' s ein~·int:: about. llirosr..i.J41.l and J1agaeak1, about. Quasi.mo:io, about Blood, out. every 
song has t.he same core - t.hu at.or.;. Copernicus: "I see the atomic l1II.d subat.om1c lt~vel. "T"'o 
t.no~und yenrs ago p~ople ~liov~d that. the sun 1.1ae revolving arow1d the e~n und the 
first Copernicw showsd thtsm t.ney "'ere ~.~rang. (Joe ~ow:J.ki believes his i,h.ilosoJ_.:hy 
thv.t. 11 noU1ing ex:t!lt.s" is of equul importance and that is wby he renwued hi.lr.self•C'-ll.~t~rTUcu.sn.) 

In 1986 Ski Husic relen:.t=d Lne necond LP of Copernicus called •victi.l:: Of The ::.~~.Y", Tho 
first album cont!1.1ned fourt.ter. lllWlician!l; thia second tU.butll now had ni.Detee.'l. musicians. 
The sound ar.d lyri~.;s arto mo"' ae,,re!lsing~ mort exacting, more urgent.: "1 h.avt no ti.ll.t>, I 
hsvto no •••• Free of so many lies!" The thin! album, •Deeper", (1987) contained t'Wenty
eight mu!l1ciana. Tan lihrt:.l..in Wld Lurry i-~r.~an tLl'lt orieinul CopernicWJ uusicia.as, b\;.t. the 
order of t.lie grou~ in .t're.gue 1nc.J.udod t-:ike Fazio and IeVid Conrad. 

The concert in Wen began vit.h t.he song, •The Authorit.ies•. At once you rcul.ize you 1rt: 
about to see somet.l:..in£: very avo.nt.-garde. liJ. the followi.ng song, CopernicUB is dressed in 
a poncho vit.h a l..urr;e hat and is hiding his face. The song that followtJ is •White .1-'rCill 
Black". The song 06...15 \/1 th the tiJnes when all people 1.1ere blncl: b'.Jt t.he an01.1 ami cold 
changed the black into vhit-t 1 but their blood stayed red. With a move.mant of agony t.ld.1:1 
e.hamwl m.ix~!l sex to.ncl the sun - the eun 1.1n.ich t.hb.wcs the onov - the sno1.1 wt.ich cools tha 
crun but esf'eciu.lly tho !lurl 1.1hich 1s boill.ng, boiling the 3Jlov •• 4. u~ is fnllinr on u.e 
floor and layinr, there. A young bluet: ma.n appears on stage, pointe domonat.n.tivtoly tc 
his blacl-". skin ror t.l.e public and then helps the old IIW.II to get. up and gc. ln t.ho next 
son& Lo.rry t:J.rwuJl i:~ l.>egifUd.ng to Ding, •Dan 1t. let. me mtu1.surc zcy- llf111 in t.e:nne of .lllOOey." 
Copornicll!l reuJ,~a.r:l on st.agtl dretwed in a bett.ULi!'ul Cc.tllncrcial jacket. and sines about 
hill hatred J"or monoy. HtJ 1 :> now pulli.n& money !"rom hie pock.ete, t.ea.n.nb it. 1nt.o little 
bits um.l. t.hro1-lint Lhtlll. t.o thtl ... u.bl.ic • "1-'.oney! Money I l-"~u.ize l }'en.12;t~. 111 hu 's Ci..ll.iRG• 
The peoplt~ u.rtl euurKtzed at. once w,J coins ~o flying ont.o the et.age 1.1h1Je from the et.age 
bits of bH.nknott..s nnl flyi.n&. Tht: next. song is •r'r0111 &ct.er:ia•. ll-uma..nity evolved t'rCIII 
bucter1n (n.ntl t_;o;~uq;-e '"anJJ.inL'l.or., J e.sua Clll'i~t, t'J.cho.tl Juctcson. •• utc.) Arwther SOII{t 

1.1u.s "OH God"- "0 Uose". Aft.cr, Cor,t:~nJ.icus ~luyed l1II.ot.h~r song in Edan frCI!l •Nothing 
Exists" called "Hlood". In •!:ion Of A Dit.ch t'l-0<1: Thu North", Copernic"UD 1 bell is rin(;i.n{;" 
in &lal111. At tht:~ end of the rhyt.hmic song "Chichen-Itzu .t:lvis" Copernicus iu extatic. 
Ht: 1 s callin~: Elvis! llv131 wu.l tht: entire hall of nine t..housana peoJ'le returr, his cto.ll, 
•Elvis!• "ElVis!•. TJ,f:l h..!J.J.l was filled l.tith unaergrouud fans and t.hey were St~.t.i:~fied. 

Thn.nks a lot Lv Copt::nllcu:> And to hll.noc for 11 wondcr!'ul concert.. 

HELODIE September 1989 Petr Bergttlllll 


